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January 22, 1992 
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To; 

Office of Congressional Affairs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 
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Inquiry from: 


.Ldl 

Claremont, California 91711 


b6 

b7C 


Re: 


Please address the concerns raised by, 
regarding the results 'o^an investigation into the 
death of Joseph Da nieJ^^Casolaro . 

/ 4 




I forward the attached for your review and consideration. 

Your report, in duplicate, along with the return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated . The response should be directed 
to the attention of 


in my Washington office. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 


Sinc^ely, 



Alan Cranston 
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August 15, 1991 



fAUG 2 2 1991 

Mr 4 Alan Cranston 

5757 W, Century Blvd., ste. 515 

Los Angeles, CA 90045 

Dear Mr. Cranston : 

I am writing to ask for an investigation into the death of 
Joseph Daniel Casolaro. I have spread the news of his death 
and the subject matter of his investigations to my fellow 
students, family, friends and fellow parishioners. I have 
also told them that I have written you on this matter; we now 
await action from you. This story is too important to go 
without investigation. We are watching to see what you 
will do about it. 

Sincerely, 
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b7C 

Claremont, CA 91711 V 
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Questions Surrounding Writer^s 
Death Spark New Investigation 


From the Washington Post 

W ASHINGTON --.West Vir- 
ginia authorities said Tues- 
day they were exploring the possi- 
bility that Joseph Daniel Casolaro, 
a free-lance writer found dead 
Saturday in the community of 
Martinsburg, was the victim of a 
homicide even though apparent 
slash marks were found around his 
wrists. 

“At this point, nothing is ruled 
out,” said Cynthia Gaither, an as- 
sistant Berkeley County prosecu- 
tor. 

Local medical authorities have 
begun an autopsy, but the appar- 
ently premature embalming of the 
body on Sunday has complicated 
the procedure and heightened sus- 
picions among Casolaro’s relatives 
that he was the victim of foul play. 

Casolaro's body was discovered 
in a bathroom at the Martinsburg 
Sheraton hotel. 

Martinsburg police had ordered 
the embalming after a short inves- 
tigation and a ruling by the county 
coroner, Sandra Brining, that the 
death was a suicide. No relatives 
were contacted before the em- 
balming, according to Casolaro’s 
brother, Anthony Casolaro, an Ar- 
lington, Va., physician. 

Relatives and friends have ques- 
tioned the suicide ruling, and sug- 
gested Casolaro's death was linked 
to sensitive research he was doing 
on a book. The death is now under 


investigation by authorities from 
West Virginia and Virginia, Gaith- 
er said. The FBI has also made 
inquiries into the case, she said. 

Casolaro, 44, went to West Vir- 
ginia on Thursday to meet a source 
for his book about the Inslaw case, 
an 8 -year- old legal battle between 
the Justice Department and^ a 
Washington-based computer soft- 
ware company. The company has. 
long alleged that officials in the 
Ronald Reagan Administration 
stole software- designed for law 
enforcement use and harassed the 
firm in an effort to drive it oiit* of 
business. 

F riends and relatives said Caso- 
laro was investigating whathe 
believed was a connection between 
the Inslaw ^x ase an d^aUegatio&s 
that officials working in the 1980 
campaign of then -presidential can- 
didate Reagan engineered the tim- 
ing of the release of hostages-from 
Iran to aid his election bid. , - i- 
' Anthony Casolaro said he .-be- 
lieved it was highly unlikely .that 
his brother committed suicide. “He 
was always upbeat and positive,” 
Anthony Casolaro said. “He;wias 
not depressive. He was just not the 
type of guy to kill himself.” 

Anthony Casolaro said arr«un- 
signed note was found at the scene, 
saying: ‘T'm sorry, esjDecially to ihy 
son,” but he questioned its authen- 
ticity and said handwriting checks 
on it have been ordered. • ' 
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